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St. Mary’s CWL Update  2019-2020
	
	The St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s League members completed a busy, but 
somewhat shortened season due to the COVID 19 pandemic.
	We began our new year in September with a very interesting and informative presentation on Women and Heart Disease by Anne Wolkenstein (R.N. , B.N.) our CWL president.  Then in September to October, our CWL  and parish members collected a substantial amount of school supplies which were sent to the Northern Missions in Manitoba.  This project was held to celebrate 100 years of CWL.  
	In October, donations were made to the following organizations:  Coats for Kids (Knights of Columbus project), Open Doorways, Eastman Life’s Vision, Good Shepherd Campaign, Brokenhead River Foundation, Beausejour Food Bank,
Beausejour Hospital TV Fund, Beausejour/Brokenhead Christmas Hampers, Nova House, Beausejour Handivan , Alzheimer’s Society, and Eastgate lodge Recreation Department.
	 On October 19, several of our members attended a Day of Reflection at Saint Anne des Chenes church in Ste. Anne, Manitoba.  Information obtained was shared at the next meeting. This included information about human trafficking in the Ukraine and a report given by an indigenous woman who spoke of her difficult life of addictions and how she overcame them to help others.
	“COLD HANDS, WARM HEART” campaign became our focus for the month of November.  Our members and our parishioners collected mitts, toques, hats and scarves for children in need in our surrounding area.  On November 28, with the help of our parishioners and members, we had a very successful perogy making fund raiser. 
	In December, the members attended a Christmas dinner held at River’s Edge Golf Course.  It was also the time when St. Patrick’s Day Raffle tickets were distributed and it was the beginning of our major fund raiser.
	In January, we had nominations for the executive positions and committee chairmen.  Our executive, who graciously accepted their two year terms were as follows:  president- Anne Wolkenstein, past president- Barb Kiazyk, secretary- Cindy Wadelius, and treasurer – Marielle Bosak.  Also, many members stepped forward to act as committee chairmen.
We also donated funds to help repair a drinking water well for Pieta Bhavan in Kerala, India.  This was a national project in keeping with our theme “Care for the Common Home”.
	On March 6th, several members attended the World Day of Prayer held at St. Paul’s United Church.  It was a discussion on the social justice issues of women in Zimbabwe, Africa.  										On March 15th, the CWL held a very successful St. Patrick’s Day Raffle and Bake Sale.  The winners were : 1st prize, Yvonne Gunning, 2nd prize, Sharon Dugard 3rd prize, Eleanor Newton, and 4th prize, Paulette Chase. A special thanks to the businesses and individuals that donated funds for the raffle prizes.  Also, a special thanks to the Knights of Columbus for generously donating their proceeds from their Pancake Breakfast and 50/50 Draw to our St. Patrick’s Day fund raiser held that day.
	In March, donations were made to the Canadian Cancer Society, Beausejour Food Bank, St. Mary’s Church, and the continued support of our foster child Catherine Njeri Kihara of Kenya.
St. Mary’s CWL was planning to host the St. Boniface Diocesan Convention in April.  However, due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the convention had to be cancelled as were our April and May meetings.
In June, the CWL presents a $500 bursary to a deserving student from Edward Schreyer School to further their education. 
To commemorate the League’s 100th anniversary and in keeping with the national theme, Care of our Common Home, every diocesan council across Canada is asked to plant a tree in a place of honour to help the environment and can be enjoyed by the community.  Our CWL has purchased a Spring Snow Flowering Crabapple tree and on June 10th planted it on the St. Mary’s Church property.  A future commemoration ceremony is planned later this summer when we will lay the dedication plaque.
Our year ended with a mass and an informal get together on June 9th at St. Mary’s Church.  Our meetings will resume in September.  On behalf of our CWL members, we wish everyone a happy and healthy summer.




















